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Water (shed?)Water (shed?)
Reflections on watershed planning in the
North Saskatchewan River Watershed

Graham Watt

North Saskatchewan Watershed Alliance

Flyover

• “Here, goose‐goose”, g g

• Our watershed 
approach(es)

• Focal questions
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Water for Life (2003)
Goals:

 Safe drinking water

Healthy aquatic ecosystems

 Reliable water supplies 

Approach:

 Knowledge and research Knowledge and research

Water conservation

 Partnerships for watershed 
management and stewardship
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Key partnerships

• Alberta Water 
C ilCouncil

• Watershed Planning 
and Advisory 
Councils

• WatershedWatershed 
Stewardship Groups

Watershed Planning & 
Advisory Councils

• Ten WPACs have been 
appointed in Alberta

Hay River Watershed

• Mandate: 

Water for Life (2003)

Prepare “State of the 
Watershed Reports”
Prepare “Watershed 

Lesser Slave Lake 
Watershed Council

Beaver River 
Watershed Alliance

North Saskatchewan 
Watershed Alliance

Peace River Watershed

Athabasca River
Watershed

p
Management Plans”

Milk River 
Watershed Canada

Battle River 
Watershed Alliance

Red Deer 
Watershed Alliance

Bow River 
Basin Council

Oldman 
Watershed Council

SEAWA
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Trend↓ -1.4%/decade 

over 97 years

7.2 Billion m3/yr

~2% of flow from 
glaciers

50% of flow to Sask.
PPWB (1969)

~90% of flow from 4 
upper watersheds
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Wetland drainage
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Lac La Nonne  2002
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19

 healthy watersheds, 
including clean rivers, 

d l k

Clearwater County 
Municipal Development Plan

streams and lakes
 increased protection of 

wetlands
 conserved agricultural 

lands
 d ild preserved wilderness areas 

and wildlands

20

BEFORE AFTER
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Good Neighbours
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NEIGHBOUR A

NEIGHBOUR B
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Good news stories
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Focal Questions

1. Comprehensive or phased?

2. Whose plan is it, anyway? Defining 
collaboration (own it or it will own you)

3. Balancing science, translation / 
extension, and participation

4. What would I do differently?


