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MEMORANDUM

To: OBWB Directors
] Okanagan Basin Water Board
From: Sandra Schira Regular meeting
Date: May 1, 2026 May 5, 2026
Agenda No: 7.5
Subject: Weather Report
Temperature Weekly Mean Temperature vs. 1991-2020 Normal
Kelowna
April  weekly average temperatures were 251 [ Highiighted Years

consistently on the high end of 1991-2020
historical averages across the valley (Figure 1).
Average temperatures for the month of April sat
around 9°C and were higher than April 2025.
Overall temperatures were less variable than in
March, although the end of April saw a consistent
dip towards slightly cooler-than-normal levels.

Warm spring temperatures can contribute to early
snowmelt, increasing the risk of drought and early
onset of wildfire season.

Precipitation

Total precipitation in the valley remains a
concern, with monthly averages at all three
locations falling below the lower end of the typical
1991-2020 range (Figure 2). Total annual
accumulated precipitation is very low across all
cities (Figure 3) and remains off the charts for
Penticton. As of the end of April, Penticton had
only received about 20% of what it typically would
have by this time. Vernon and Kelowna had only
received about 40 - 50% of what the precipitation
would be normal for the end of April.
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Figure 1: Weekly average temperature across the Okanagan as of

April 30, 2026, shown relative to 1991-2020 range. Data retrieved
from Environment and Climate Change Canada.

2026-05-05_Water Science Specialist Memo




2026 Monthly Precipitation vs. 1991-2020 Normal
Vernon
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Figure 2: Monthly precipitation in the Okanagan as of April 30,2026, compared to 1991 to 2020 range.
Data retrieved from Environment and Climate Change Canada.
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Weekly Accumulated Precipitation vs. 1991-2020 Normal: Vernon
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Weekly Accumulated Precipitation vs. 1991-2020 Normal: Kelowna
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Weekly Accumulated Precipitation vs. 1991-2020 Normal: Penticton

500
Percentile Ranges
450] | o™
Narmal

400] | ey wel
E . .-
ESSU nglg;%hled Years - -
g 2025 "4
5300 Pt
=
5250
2
© 200
3150
E ol
> .
G100

50 e
Lz Total: 18.2 mm _ o
0 Figure 3: Total accumulated precipitation in
T 8 & & § 35 % 2 38 8 & & & the Ok f April 30,2026
5 @& = £ & 3 5 2 § o £ & = e Okanagan as of Apri , ,
Meonth
pata souce: cccc compared to 1991 to 2020 range. Data
retrieved from Environment and Climate
Change Canada.

2026-05-05_Water Science Specialist Memo
|



Snowpack

Snowpack in the upper watershed remains extremely low across the valley, and melt has begun (Figure
4). The average snowpack level as of April 1, 2026, was 58% of normal across the whole Okanagan.
At the time of writing, Brenda Mines is snow-free earlier than ever recorded, beating the previous
record from 2024 by several weeks. Mission Creek is very low at only 61% of normal, and Silver Star
Mountain is at a record low at 61% of normal, and is melting earlier than any year on record.
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Brenda Mines
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Mission Creek
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Figure 4: Weekly snowpack accumulatlon across the Okanagan as of May 1, 2026. Data ranges for each
station are Brenda Mines: 1992 - present, Mission Creek: 1969 - present, and Silver Star: 2015- present.

Data from the Province of B.C.
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Seasonal Forecast

Seasonal forecasts indicate that May through July are very likely to be warmer than normal (Figure 5).
However, the long-term forecast for precipitation shows no clear signal in either direction for the
Okanagan, but a moderate likelihood of wet conditions in other parts of B.C. Warm dry conditions are
likely to continue into the early summer, as the United States National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA)! indicates a high likelihood of ElI Nino conditions this summer. Seasonal
forecasting is highly challenging, so disagreement between models or variations from projections is
not uncommon. The forecasts show the likelihood of above or below normal conditions and do not
show by how much those conditions vary. Seasonal forecasts can be used to provide a sense of likely
future conditions, but they should not be taken as 100% certain.
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Figure 5: Three-Month Seasonal Forecast from ECCC! (May-July, 2026).
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Hydrology

Lake levels for Okanagan Lake at Kelowna is on the upper range of normal for this time of year (Figure
6). The slightly elevated lake levels for Okanagan Lake are likely a result of early snowmelt and should
not be taken as a sign that there is no risk of drought.
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Figure 6: Weekly lake levels for Okanagan Lake at Kelowna as of April 30, 2026, compared to
the 1944-2023 range. Data from the Water Survey of Canada.
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